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Gender and Security Sector and Justice Governance
English Summary

Introduction

This guide is a comprehensive document that offers guidelines for promot-
ing gender equality and integrating a gender perspective into security sec-
tor reform (SSR) and governance processes. It explores the impact of United
Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace, and Secu-
rity (UNSCR 1325) and its subsequent transformative agenda on gender
equality. The resolution aims to address sexual and gender-based violence
(SGBV), impunity, and the inclusion of women in public spaces. It address-
es the patriarchal norms and practices that challenge gender equality. The
guide emphasizes the need to address structural barriers that hinder wom-
en’s access to power and inclusion in society. It further highlights the obli-
gations of Sudan as a member of the United Nations to implement UNSR
1325 to increase the representation of women in the security and justice
sectors. To this end, the guide outlines key concepts related to gender, and
security and discusses the national, regional, and international legal frame-
works that promote gender equality in these thematic areas.

The Importance of UNSCR 1325:

As a key entry point, the document takes the adoption of UNSCR 1325 as
a major milestone in promoting gender issues in international peace and
security discussions. It highlights the resolution’s transformative agenda to-
ward gender equality, including the elimination of gender-based violence
(GBV), the inclusion of women in public spaces, and the elimination of
patriarchal norms and beliefs amidst this lingering transformative process.
However, while the resolution has induced the enforcement of some legis-
lative reforms in many countries, it has fallen short of removing the inher-
ent structural barriers that hinder women’s access to power and promoting
their roles within the sociopolitical and socioeconomic dynamics in soci-
ety. As such, the document advocates for implementing the UNSCR 1325
agenda by addressing these barriers and promoting women’s meaningful
participation in all decision-making processes.

The document also explores the progress that has so far been made in gen-
der equality within justice and security sector institutions worldwide, par-
ticularly in developing countries. It also calls for the strengthening of mon-
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itoring mechanisms as one of the effective means to address gender-based
discrimination, harassment, exploitation, and mistreatment of women.

Obligations of Sudan

As a member of the United Nations, Sudan is obligated to uphold the prin-
ciples of the UN charters, international treaties, and the relevant UNSC res-
olutions on human rights, particularly those on women’s rights and gender
equality. The government of Sudan is urged to take practical steps to comply
with these obligations, including the implementation of UNSCR 1325. Of
these, implementation of the National Plan for Women, Peace, and Security
places itself as a priority.

The Role of Gender and Development Unit

The Gender and Development Unit (GAD), housed at the Development
Studies and Research Institute (DSRI) at the University of Khartoum, aims
to impart knowledge and technical know-how to engage actors and stake-
holders in gender mainstreaming in the security institutions', organiza-
tions, and initiating significant transformations in Sudan’s security sector.
The GAD also aims to raise awareness in and dissemination of USCR 1325,
encourage engagement of active stakeholders in gender-responsive dia-
logues, promote the inclusion of women in decision-making processes, and
advocate for their meaningful participation in SSR and governance process-
es. It draws upon the global experiences of engagement of women in SSR,
attempts to offer good practices across the globe, and, accordingly, provides
innovative solutions for SSR and good governance in Sudan.

The GAD admits that this handbook is not a complete work. It rather con-
siders it as an introductory blueprint for establishing good governance and
SSR in Sudan. It encourages women, men, and interested institutions to
adopt, adapt, and test the practicality of information contained herein to
their specific contexts. The GAD Unit hopes that the handbook will inspire
active participation in shaping gender responsive SSR in the Sudanese so-
ciety.

National Security vs. Human Security

The document delves into the debate on the relationship and hierarchy be-
tween national security and human security. It reviews the complexities and
interplays between the two concepts by examining the orthodox view of na-

1- This includes women without formal education, women working in the security and justice sectors, justice workers, police

personnel, intelligence service workers, judiciary personnel, and other relevant individuals.
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tional security which prioritizes external threats to state sovereignty vis-a-
vis the human security perspective which places the individual at the centre
of security concerns. Based on the relevant conclusions, the document ar-
gues that it is crucial to adopt a broader understanding of security that en-
compasses not only military threats but also essential needs and freedoms
such as economic security, food security, health security, environmental se-
curity, energy security, and protection against violence.

The concept of human security places the human being at the centre of se-
curity, emphasizing the complexities of insecurity and addressing the com-
mon needs and essentials that ensure human well-being. While the concept
of human security has gained prominence over other concepts, it has failed
to offer a precise definition of who is responsible for providing it and how
it should be achieved. Although this document acknowledges that states
should play an instrumental role in ensuring security, it equally gives evi-
dence that in some cases states themselves have become sources of threats.
In essence, the document calls for a paradigmatic shift towards prioritizing
the individual’s well-being and safety in security considerations.

Conclusion

This document serves as a starting point for providing information on the
governance and SSR in Sudan from a gender-sensitive perspective. It en-
courages the inclusion of active participation and dialoguing to further
gender restructuring endeavours as such that women are meaningfully in-
volved in all decision-making processes in SSR. The document also empha-
sizes the need to take context-specific adaptive measures towards achieving
these goals.

The GAD Unit hopes that this handbook will contribute to building an ef-
fective SSR transformation in Sudan. By inspiring participation and shap-
ing security in different societies, the guide aims to contribute to the desired
transformation and improvement of the security and justice sectors.

Note: The summary provided is a condensed version of the document,
highlighting the key points discussed. For a comprehensive understanding,
please refer to the original guide document.
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